
Directed Reading Thinking Activity: Cloudy with a Chance of 
Meatballs 
 
The teacher begins the lesson by showing the book and saying: The title of the book we're 
going to read today is Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs. What do this title and the picture 
make you think the story is about? 
 
The teacher now reads until the story describes a tomato tornado and then stops and asks 
questions again.  
 
Teacher: So, what happens in the town of Chewandswallow?  
 
Kayla: All kinds of food starts coming down. Some of it is yucky like peanut butter, 
mayonnaise, and Brussels sprouts. And sometimes just too much of it comes down, like 
when they had a tomato tornado. Everything was a mess because the food was going crazy.  
 
Teacher: What do you think the town will do about it? Why do you think so?  
 
Frank: I think that they will hire a magician to put a spell on the clouds so that the weather 
will get straightened out because sometimes in the stories they can do that.  
 
Harold: I think that they have to leave if they can, before they all die. That's what I would do.  
 
Nancy: I think they need to find out who is in charge of making it rain so that they can ask 
them to stop it and make things go back to normal. 
 
Teacher: Those are good answers. Now I want you all to decide which of those you think is 
the most likely to happen and let's continue reading.  
 
The teacher reads the rest of the book.  
 
Teacher: Did the people do what you thought they would do? Did you like how they solved 
their problem?  
 
Harold: Yes, that's what I thought they should do.  
 



Frank: No, I still think they should've called on somebody to help them so that they 
wouldn't have to leave Chewandswallow and have to buy groceries in the store.  
 
John: It might be about an old man that makes a magic spell on the sky so that meatballs 
come down when he wants to eat them.  
 
Lisa: I think it might be about a place where any kind of food you want rains down from the 
sky.  
 
Teacher: Let's read and see how close your predictions are. Teacher then reads until the 
town of Chewandswallow is described.  
 
Teacher: Now, do you still agree with your predictions?  
 
Children: It sounds like it's going to be about a place like Lisa described.  
 
Teacher: What makes you think so?  
 
Jessica: Because they haven't talked at all about an old man, the author only described the 
town and how food rained down for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  
 
Teacher: Would you like to live in a town like Chewandswallow?  
 
Susan: I think it would be fun because then you wouldn't have to wait for your mom to cook 
dinner. You could just catch some extra food and eat when you were hungry.  
 
Tyler: I wouldn't like it because what would happen if it rained something heavy like 
barbecued ribs and you got hit on the head and got knocked out or died.  
 
Teacher: Tyler brought up a good point. Could there be some problems with living in this 
town?  
 
Je:: It could rain heavy things and hurt you.  
 
Maria: If there were a storm of ice cream or something mushy it would get really messy.  
 



Teacher: Good, now that you're thinking about what a place like Chewandswallow would 
be like, let's read on to see what happens in the town. She reads until the weather takes a 
turn for the worse.  
 
Teacher: Now what do you think is going to happen in the story?  
 
James: It's about a town that rains food for breakfast, lunch, and dinner and then one day 
the food starts coming down funny.  
 
Teacher: What do you mean by funny?  
 
James: I think that maybe too much food started coming down.  
 
Teacher: What makes you think that maybe too much food started coming down?  
 
James: Well, in the picture there is too much spaghetti in the road and the cars can't move.  
 
Teacher: Good, now let's continue reading to see if you are right. 
 


